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IN THIS ISSUE
The authors of these three articles are as significant as their ground-breaking and
thought-provoking articles.
Zdenko Roter is a frequent contributor to OPREE. He is one of the most serious Marxist
scholars to approach religious phenomena and social issues. His paper, "The Position of
Believers as Second-Class Citizens in Socialist Countries:

The Case of Yugoslavia," was

originally prepared for the Second International Conference on Ways to Promote the 1981
U.N. Declaration "Building Understanding and Respect between People of Diverse Religions
or Beliefs," held in Warsaw, Poland, May 14-18, 1989. Regretfully, at the last moment Prof.
Roter had to cancel his personal participation, but authorized me to present his paper at the
conference and publish it in OPREE. In his own opinion, this is perhaps his best work.
Certainly it is one of the most profound and honest structural analyses of the reason for the
relegation of believers to second-class citizenship under Bolshevik style socialist regimes. He
is not the first to make this claim; believers and religious leaders in socialist countries have
long complained about this reality, and Western scholars have reached similar conclusions.
But Roter investigates the characteristics of the socialist system and points to the logical
consequence of the form of governance resulting in religious discrimination as long as the
Leninist-Stalinist approaches to structuring societies remains dominant even in the most
reform-minded socialist societies.

As long as these structures prevail it will be easy to

reverse trends toward democratization, as recent events in China illustrate. Roter's analysis
can, indeed, be applied to China, Soviet Union, and other socialist societies.
There is a profound agreement in analysis between Roter and the Hungarian Marxist,
Tamas Foldesi, whose paper, "Meditation about Human Rights," we published in Vol. IX, No.
1. One might say that Foldesi and Roter, who have not yet met or cooperated directly with

one another, are establishing a humanistic Marxist human rights platform that would
guarantee genuine religious liberty. One can only hope that, in the profound struggle taking
place in the socialist world as to what form the future will take, views like theirs will come
to prevaiL
The second paper, "Freedom of Faith: International Norms and Stalinist Legislation," is
written by A ndrey Bessmertniy-Anzimirov. One of our advisory editors, Prof. Otto
Luchterhandt, had already written on the subject, "The Human Right of Freedom of Religion
and .Soviet Law" in Vol. VI, No. 2. But there is a substantial difference between the two
articles, not in conclusion but in vantage poi nt. Prof. Luchterhandt is a West German legal
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scholar working in the pleasant milieu of a prestigious university institute. Andrey
Bessmertniy-Anzi mirov is a young Russian Orthodox dissident, who has been harassed for
his beliefs and his attempts to expand religious liberty in his country which for so long
rad ically denied it. Those who follow dissident literature know it for its fearless, passionate
appeal to all who would listen at home and abroad, in order to lessen persecution and enable
people to l ive as their conscience commands them.

The present article is more than an

appeal. The author, without the benefit of institutional props, takes a measured, thoughtful
look at the discrepancies between those international norms regarding religious liberty that
the U.S.S.R . has signed, thereby making them part of its own legal system, and the prevailing
Stalinist legislation that had for its aim radically to curb the right to exercise religion. We
are proud to present the English translation of Bessmertniy-Anzimirov's work.

While

unfortunately the current attempts to rewrite Soviet legislation on religious communities
refuse input by people such as the author, one hopes that the final product will contain fewer
restrictions of religious activities.
The third article is by Professor P. R . Masani of University of Pittsburgh. A native of
India, this American mathematician with enormously broad interests has been a participant
in the A merican Christian-Marxist dialogue. He has travelled frequently to Eastern Europe
and the Soviet Union to deliver lectures in his field of expertise.

In this article, "The

Untenabili ty of Glasnost without Tchesnost," Masani deals with the need to restructure Soviet
society not only on the basis of greater openness, but also on the basis of a moral reform
based on honesty. The need for a moral regeneration can be heard frequently these days by
many thoughtful Marxists as well as religious peopJe in the U.S.S.R. and other socialist
countries. Masani appeals that Marxian insights of social justice should not be given up, as
under the mantle of freedom new forms of exploitation and other human alienation may
occur. For the sake of establishing a moral order, Masani calls, for instance, for a purge in
the Communist Party and the establishment of censorship, which, for at least some of us, may
be rather problematic. In my correspondence with Prof. Masani, he then expressed the hope
that his article might evoke in some readers the desire to enter into a discussion on these
issues by means of responses or letters to the editor that could be printed in subsequent
issues. This, then, is to invite our readers to deal with such issues that pertain not alone to
the Soviet Union but to all societies, namely, how to promote justice and to guarantee civil
liberties at the same time. Who is to decide what is good and right for a society and for the
individuals who make it up?
As documentation we are publishing the translation from Russian of the "Resolution of
'
the Second Sem i nar of the Independent Christia n Community," which took place in Moscow,
September 30-0ctober 2, 1 988. It points out some of the gains made due to perestroika, but
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it also points ou·t problems and specifies some of the demands and plans of the members of
this gathering.
The last piece is a review by Frances Scherer of a book by a Lithuanian Roman Catholic
nun, Nijole Sadunaite. In 1 988 several of us Western scholars had the chance to talk to this
remarkable woman in Moscow. She left a lasting impression on me. If the word "saint" has
the meaning of letting the light of God shine through one's life, she richly deserves that title.
I rather suspect that there are many such unheralded saints and martyrs not only in the Soviet
Union but everywhere.

Very recently I received a short letter from her in which she

acknowledged the receipt of some Bibles and books I had mailed to her by regular book post
from the U.S.A. It is good to know that, at least for the time being, the postal system can
be relied upon to deliver books and printed matter to most destinations in Eastern Europe.
Increasing requests have come from the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe to receive
OPREE. We appeal to our readers to send us financial contributions to enable us to do so,
because most institutions and individuals there do not possess the resources and hard currency
to su bscribe. Gift subscriptions to specific addresses or to those we select would be most
·welcome.

Paul Mojzes, editor
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